% MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
DNR FOREST, MINERAL AND FIRE MANAGEMENT

INFORMATION ON HOW TO READ LEGAL LAND DESCRIPTIONS

Issued as a courtesy under Authority of the Michigan Department of Nalural Resources

i The slale is divided into lownships which are
£y wr idenlified by their Town (N or ) and Range
: (E or W) location in respect to Michigan's
Meridian and Base lines.

Sections are typically divided inlo quariers (ex: NW 1/4)
and somelimes halves {ex: W1/2), which are then divided
again into quarter-quarters (ex: NW1/4 of Nw1/4) and so

on. I is best 1o remember to read a land descriplion
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Typical example showing distances, acreages and
land descriptions within a section.
1 Mile = 5280 Feet = 320 Rods = BO Chains

A lownship is normally a quadrangle approximalely 6 miles on a 1/2 Mile = 2640 Feet 2640 Feet
side which contains thirly-six (36) sections. As shown below in
some townships corrections for the earth's curvature will show up
on it's northemn and westem boundary lines. Also, note the way in NE 14
which sections are numbered within a lownship. 160 Acres
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Typicat example of a section containing Government Lols
(fractional part of a section designated on the lownship plat).
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